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Independence District 

August, 2014 

Newsletter 

     On September 2, students will again walk through the school-

house doors in Independence as well as through many other 

schoolhouse doors across Wisconsin and America.  Like ours, all dis-

tricts have undoubtedly been busy all summer long preparing for 

the upcoming year.  For the third consecutive year the Independ-

ence School District hosted a two week summer school for ele-

mentary age students in June and again in August.  These sessions 

focused on helping students who may need support and help in Reading and 

Math.  

     Summer is also a time for staff to “recharge” their batteries as well as improve 

their knowledge and skills by attending a variety of professional development 

activities.  In June nine district staff attended a three day Professional Learning 

Community Institute in Minneapolis.  In July staff members attended a Google 

trainer workshop, three different workshops focused on helping students with 

special needs.  In addition, in July and August various staff attended technology, 

PBIS, and Next Generation Science workshops.  
     The District maintenance staff has also been extremely productive.  Besides 

the day-to-day repairs and upkeep, our staff does an incredible job of ensuring 

rooms, libraries, labs and other areas are cleaned, waxed and ready for another 

year.  Thanks to all staff for their hard work! 

     The district is also switching student information services from Info Now, to Infi-

nite Campus.  The student information system manages report cards, student 

health data, schedules, provides a multitude of data for state and federal re-

ports, runs the lunch program, as well as the parent communication system.  The 

decision to change systems was made in part because Info Now is going out of 

business.  In addition the Eleva Strum and Arcadia School Districts are also mak-

ing the switch from Info Now to Infinite Campus.  This summer the three school 

districts have held common in services where staff from each district are learning 

how to use and implement the new software system.  This partnership has  
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will be approximately $275,000 and financed 

over four years.   

     This decision was a culmination of six months 

of study by a committee of board members, 

staff, and  

 administration.  Prompting this review was the 

fact many of the district’s computers were pur-

chased prior to 2005.  In addition over 150 of 

the districts computers are using the XP operat-

ing system.  In April 2014 Microsoft discontinued 

supporting the XP operating system, making 

these computers susceptible to viruses as well 

as no longer able to get any upgrades.  The 

committee also met with technology experts 

from CESA 4 and Cesa 10, area school districts, 

as well as the Wisconsin Technology Initiative  to 

get ideas and recommendations for the up-

grades.     

     On Tuesday, July 8 the board reviewed bids 

from Apple, ByteSpeed, CDW, Dell and HP.  The 

board considered factors such as durability, 

longevity, maintenance of the machines.  In 

the end they selected Apple Mac Pros be-

cause of its overall rating, durability and func-

tionality.  Their recommendation also directed 

that each Middle School and High School stu-

dent will be issued a laptop that they can 

check out at the beginning of the day during 

Advisory time and then checked back in at the 

end of the day.  This will ensure that the com-

puters will be in students hands whenever they 

need them.  It will eliminate the need to log in 

or out of machines when they move from class-

room to classroom.  Board member Bob Guza 

stated, “This will also help students take owner-

ship of the computers as well as ensure that if 

there is damage it will be easier to track who 

was using the computer”.   

     A long term option will be for students to 

eventually check them out and use them at 

home and at school.   The next steps will be to 

revise current user contracts, board policy, and 

student and parent handbooks to ensure that 

there is a clear agreement for students and 

parents.   Board President Joe Bragger stated, 

“This is a very exciting day for the students and  
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reduced the overall cost by saving training ex-

penses for all three districts.  Infinite Campus will 

help us be more efficient and make it easier for 

parents to access their student's infor-

mation.  For specific questions please contact 

Leslie Kampa at 715-985-3172 Ext. 107.  

     In July the board of education approved the 

purchase of 270 MacBook Air laptops for use by 

students and staff.  At the start of the school 

year all middle school and high school students 

will be issued a laptop and carrying case that 

they can use during the school day.  In addi-

tion, elementary classrooms will have access to 

a number of updated laptops for use in the 

classrooms.  Also in July the board approved 

the hiring of a Technology integration specialist 

and enrichment coordinator, Melissa 

Pientok.  Melissa will be working with students 

and staff to better utilize technology as well as 

helping teachers and students maximize learn-

ing. 

     It is evident that students, teachers, and ad-

ministrators continue to work on ways to en-

hance future student educational opportuni-

ties.  Although many challenges remain, we 

again look forward to serving the youth of our 

community. 

Paul Vine 

PreK-5 Principall/Superintendent 

Technology Upgrades for 

All Students 

     On Tuesday, July 8, 2014, 

the Independence Board of 

Education unanimously ap-

proved bids to purchase 270 

Apple Mac Pro Air laptops for the 2014-15 

school year.  In addition, the board approved 

purchasing laptop bags as well as 10 additional 

wireless access points.  The board approved 

issuing a laptop to Middle School and High 

School students for use during the school day.  

In addition, some of the Mac Pros will be distrib-

uted in elementary classrooms, as well as to 

each teacher.  The total cost of the project  
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conference brings together thousands of edu-

cators across the nation and Canada to learn 

about and expand upon their knowledge of 

Professional Learning Communities (PLC).   

     I find this institute to not only be refreshing, 

but reassuring.  There is a misconception in our  

 community that PLC is just the one and one-

half hours that teachers use to collaborate on 

Wednesday afternoons.  Nothing could be far-

ther from the truth.  PLC is a culture that fosters 

collaboration and the Wednesday afternoon 

time is a tool or means to allow that culture to 

precipitate.  Rebecca DuFour, who was one of 

the speakers at the institute and a co-author of 

Learning By Doing, spoke about the big ideas 

of a PLC.  What she said not only explains what 

a PLC is, but reassures me that what we are do-

ing at Independence is helping us achieve our 

mission of maximizing learning for all students 

with an emphasis in reading and mathematics. 

     The first big idea of a PLC is that the school 

accepts learning as the fundamental purpose 

of the school and therefore is willing to examine 

all practices in light of their impact on learning.  

At Independence we are doing that by exam-

ining instructional practices such as differentiat-

ed instruction, co-teaching, and flipped class-

rooms to name a few.  We are also being very  

 progressive on grading practices by examining 

how they are implemented in the classroom. 

     The next big idea is that the school is com-

mitted to working together to achieve our col-

lective purpose.  The school will cultivate a col-

laborative culture through the development of 

high-performing teams.  The early dismissal on 

Wednesday is the most obvious example of this 

big idea, but our collaboration does not stop 

there.  We are implementing schedules which 

allow teachers common planning time and we 

are also using technology to collaborate with 

colleagues not only in our school but also other 

districts. 

     The final big idea is to assess our effective-

ness on the basis of results rather than inten-

tions, individuals,  teams, and we seek relevant 

data and information and use that information 

to promote continuous improvement.  Our  
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PLC, Where Are We? 
 

     For the past three summers I 

have had the opportunity to at-

tend the PLC At Work Institute in 

Minneapolis.  This three day  

From the Principal’s Desk 

families of our district.  Thanks to the committee 

for its hard work and recommendation.  This is a 

solution that will help us maximize student learn-

ing and support our students as they prepare to 

compete in future careers and college”. 

     For more information about the technology 

updates, please contact Dr. Paul Vine at 

715.985.3172 Ext. 104 or vinep@indps.k12.wi.us. 

     The initiative to supply all students in grades 6

-12 with a laptop computer (see article else-

where in this Newsletter) and a case to carry it 

in will have an effect on policies in the school in 

2014-15.  As of this writing, the specific policies 

have not been approved but will be in place at 

the beginning of the school year.  Some of 

these proposed changes were communicated 

to students at the end of the last school year.  

Specifically, to ensure safety and protect the 

devices, backpacks will not be allowed in 

rooms during the school day.  The acceptable 

use policy and wireless device policy will also 

see changes since every 6-12 student will be 

issued a laptop to use during the day.  These 

policy and procedure changes will be commu-

nicated to students and parents on or before 

the first day of school.  

Technology Improvements will 

Force Policy Changes 



 

      

L to R:  Cristian Blas Aleja, Ms. Susa, Perla Acosta Garcia, 

Nick Morina, Hunter Nelson, Gael Leon, Alanna Crebo, 

Brandon Bustos Sandoval, Mrs. Suchla 
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Elementary School 

Perfect Attendance 

L to R:  Dr. Vine, Ben Fonstad, Carson Rajkowski 

PBIS INDEE PRIDE WINNERS 

2013-2014 Fourth Quarter 

Kindergarten 

L to R:  Mrs. Falkner, Brett Schorbahn, Makiyah Scow, Paola 

Vidal Galindo, Mrs. Evenson  

First Grade 

L to R:  Noah Amador, Carlos Flores, Krystal Heiden, Audrey 

Montalvo, Lillianna Young, Mrs. Pyka 

Second Grade 

school is doing this by administering a number 

of standardized tests at consistent intervals and 

then gathering teams together to analyze the 

results. From this analysis, strategies for interven-

tions and changes in instructional practices are 

implemented for the very purpose to maximize  

learning of our students.  Although the improve-

ments aren’t always seen immediately or pub-

licly, we have had improvements in student 

achievement and the data to verify it, instead 

of opinion.   

     Hopefully these “big ideas” help clarify what 

we are doing here at Independence.  It’s one 

thing to say we’re the “Best School Ever”, but 

another to back it up.  The Professional Learning 

Community culture is making us “walk the walk” 

and not just “talk the talk”. 

 

Bärry Schmitt 

6-12 Principal 



 

      

Bike Helmets Given Out 

     Thirty-three third graders from both Inde-

pendence Public School and Saints Peter and 

Paul School received bike helmets on Tuesday, 

May 13, 2014, courtesy of the Independence 

Lions Club.  Officer Matt Pedersen of the Inde-

pendence Police Department was present to 

review principles of bike safety before the hel-

mets were distributed.  Lions Paul Tobiason and 

Dr. Paul Vine, both serious bikers, stressed the 

importance of wearing helmets at all times, 

and led the children in a pledge to always 

wear their helmets.  

Recent Events                      Page 5 
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Third Grade 

L to R:  Ms. Tauer, Mason Gierok, Carson Rajkowski, 

Rheanna Steinke, Gavin Bragger, Eric Bustos Sandoval, 

Mrs. Pape 

Fourth Grade 

L to R:  Ms. McCauley, Lleymi Hernandez, Agustina 

Romero, Weston Gamroth, Leslie Garcia, Brian Montalvo, 

Kevin Ramirez, Ms. Matejka 

Fifth Grade 

Back Row (L to R):  Ms. LarsonGregory Santos, Hugo Her-

nandez Sandoval, Mercedes Matchey, Ziyannah Conner, 

Narciso Fernando Torres, Gerardo Romero 

Front Row:  Jackson Konter, Jazlynn Salgado, Cole Heiden, 

Ms. Neitzel 

Use of Our School 

     The following are adult/Community Op-

portunities to use our school: 

 Walking and community exercise  

5:45am – 10:00pm 

 Meeting Areas/Rooms available on re-

quest by calling the office 

 Weight room with a membership (see 

Leslie Kampa in Student Services) 
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poor weather, and it being late in the summer at 

the time of the recommendations, no improve-

ments were done in 2013. 

     Despite a somewhat better spring in 2014, the 

District still experienced similar field challenges 

as it did in 2013.  This prompted Darin Pape to 

approach the Board in April 2014 and volunteer 

his services to help make improvements.  Upon 

his request, a committee consisting of Athletic 

Director Barry Schmitt, Head Custodian Keith 

Pronschinske, Head Baseball Coach Jamie 

Bautch, and Board Member Jeff Bautch met to 

formulate a recommendation and plan for field 

improvements. 

     In May 2014, the committee recommended 

improvements suggested by Rettler be imple-

mented, as well as moving the infield approxi-

mately 20 additional feet from the backstop to 

improve the integrity of the game.  Pape again 

volunteered his services to help make the im-

provements and the Board approved helping 

pay for the materials with the understanding the 

labor would be done by volunteers.  In the past 

few months Pape and many other volunteers 

have helped make this dream become a reali-

ty.   

     At this writing the project has not been com-

pleted so in an effort to recognize all donations 

of time and materials we will follow-up with a 

article summarizing the completion of the pro-

ject in a later edition of the newsletter.  Please 

come out and view the project at your conven-

ience and also thank Darin Pape and others 

who have helped for their efforts.  

Baseball field gets upgrade with 

help of Community Volunteers 

     It’s been three years since the Independ-

ence/Gilmanton baseball team made the 

switch, as did the entire Dairyland Conference, 

from summer baseball to spring base-

ball.  Things went well weather wise in 2012 as 

we had a mild spring, but the past two seasons 

the weather made it impossible to get the sea-

son started on time and have field conditions 

suitable to play games.  In fact, in 2013, the 

Conference cancelled the entire first half of 

both the baseball and softball seasons be-

cause of the inability of teams to play games 

due to weather.  This past year was a little bet-

ter as all conference games were played, but 

still a number of non-conference games were 

cancelled. 

     Although all schools in the area experienced 

challenges getting their field ready for  

 play, it soon became apparent that the Inde-

pendence field was even more difficult to “dry 

out” then that of neighboring schools.  This 

made it very difficult for the high school team 

to hold practices and play home 

games.   Recognizing this, the District had the 

Rettler Corporation conduct an analysis of the 

baseball field in the summer of 2013.  After 

completing soil borings and other tests it was 

recommended that drain tile be placed in the 

outfield, along the baselines, and that the in-

field material be replaced.  Because of the ex-

pected cost, the “once in a lifetime” spring of  
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Concussion Law 

 
    Wisconsin passed statute 118.293 

known as the Wisconsin Concussion 

Law Act 172.  This is a state law and is 

not optional.  It requires all youth ath-

letic organizations which include high 

schools to educate coaches, athletes, and par-

ents on the risks of concussions and prohibits 
participation in youth activity until the athlete 

and parent or guardian has returned a signed 

agreement sheet indicating they have reviewed 

the concussion and head injury information ma-

terials.  Independence plans on distributing 

these materials at its annual athletic code meet-

ing(s) and before each individual athletic sea-

son.  A separate acknowledgement must be 

signed by parent and athlete before each ath-

letic season they participate in.  One at the be-

ginning of the year does not satisfy the law. 

ATHLETIC MEETINGS 
 

ARCADIA/INDEPENDENCE SOCCER PRAC-

TICE TO BEGIN AUGUST 11th 

     All Independence High School students inter-

ested in playing soccer should be prepared for 

their first practice on Monday, August 11th.  A 

van will leave from Independence at a time to 

be determined to take players to Arcadia.   

 

INDEPENDENCE VOLLEYBALL PRACTICE TO 

BEGIN AUGUST 18th 

     All Independence High School female stu-

dents interested in playing volleyball should be 

prepared for their first practice on Monday, Au-

gust 18th at 4:30 pm.   
 

 

INDEPENDENCE/GILMANTON CROSS-

COUNTRY PRACTICE TO BEGIN AUGUST 18th 
     All Independence High School students inter-

ested in participating in girls’ and boys’ cross 

country this year should be ready to report to 

the north entrance (weight room) of Independ-

ence High School on Monday, August 18th at 

8:00 am.   

Independence School District 
 
Newsletter Copy Editor: 
 Tracy Halama 
 
Production Editor: 
 Jennifer Steinke 
 
Editorial Administrator:   
 Dr. Paul Vine 
 
Phone: (715) 985-3172 
 
FAX: (715) 985-2303 
 
Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us 

Athletic Reminders & Issues 

Physicals 

 
     Every year we have athletes miss 

the first days of practice due to not 

having a physical on record.  The 

WIAA rule states that any physical 

taken on or after April 1 is good for the next 

two school years following that date.  You can-

not practice unless you have a physical on file 

in the District office and most coaches consid-

er missing a practice due to not having a phys-

ical as an unexcused absence.  If you are not 

sure if you have had a physical in the past two 

years, please contact the high school office at 

715-985-3172 to check if there is one on file.  If 

you had a physical last year, you still need to 

submit an Alternate Year Card to participate. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=czRo5ljfmQzbAM&tbnid=-0QpgtfzJ24jWM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cigna.com%2Fcmgaz%2Fcaretoday%2Fpromo-physicals&ei=rZL-UcnWBIGArgGWrIGwDg&psig=AFQjCNESRkcaIDCv2ii
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     There are always a lot of questions 

about students participating in two 

sports during the same season.  Inde-

pendence High School does allow 

this, but some basic guidelines must 

be adhered to.  Below is a summary 

of some of the conditions in the policy. 

1. An athlete must indicate their intention well 

before the start of the seasons that they will 

participate in two sports.  This notification 

needs to be done soon enough to allow the 

athletes, parents, and coaches to meet to 

draw up a two-sport contract before either 

season begins. 

2. All athletes except freshmen must declare a 

“first” sport which will be the sport which 

gets priority when conflicts in practice or  

INDEPENDNENCE/GILMANTON 

2014 Middle School (6th thru 8th Grade) Football 
 

Monday, August 25 4:00-6:30 Fitting of helmets with practice right after. 

Tuesday, August 26  4:00-4:55 Equipment fitting and check out, 8th graders first, then 7th 

and 6th. Middle School orientation at the public school at 5 PM  

Wednesday, August 27 4:00-6:30  

Thursday, August 28 4:00-6:30  

Tuesday, Sept. 2 thru end of season 3:45-6:00 

 

     All practices will follow this time. No Wednesday practices during school as of right now.  

Practice time coincides with the High School practice times for the benefit of all involved.  

     VERY IMPORTANT: We need to have a current green physical card turned in. If you had a physi-

cal last year you will need a yellow alternate year card. You will also need to have a concussion 

form filled out and turned in. You can pick these forms up at your school’s office. Without one of 

these cards and the concussion form, you will not be allowed to practice. Physical and Concussion 

forms may be turned into your school’s office any time between now and the first day of practice, 

or to Coach Kampa or Risler the first day of practice. There will be schedules and more paper work 

for you at the first practice that will need to be turned in the second day.  

     If you have any questions feel free to reach Coach Risler at 715-533-0285 or email at ris-

lerc@indps.k12.wi.us. 

 

Two Sport Athletes competitions happen.  Coaches are al-

lowed to waive this priority on specific dates  

and freshmen are allowed to try to equalize 

priorities but may declare a “first” sport. 

3. Head coaches must agree to allow the ath-

letes to compete in two-sports.  Head 

coaches have the authority to deny an 

athlete the privilege to participate in an-

other sport.  In other words the coach has 

the right to tell the athlete to choose one 

sport or the other.  They are not obligated 

to allow the student to participate in both 

sports. 

     It should be noted that participating in two 

sports at the same time is extremely demand-

ing and should only be done in cases of ex-

ceptional athletes or if low participation num-

bers in a sport make it necessary for athletes 

from other sports to help “fill the team.” 
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Enrichment Opportunities 

     My name is Melissa Pientok, and I am excit-

ed about my new role as the Independence 

School District Technology Integration Special-

ist/Enrichment Coordinator. The Enrichment Co-

ordinator portion of this job was previously titled 

GT Coordinator.   For the past twelve years I 

was a classroom teacher in White-

hall.  Originally from Whitehall, WI, I received my 

Bachelor's Degree from the University of Wis-

consin-LaCrosse and my Master’s Degree in Ed-

ucational Leadership from Viterbo University.   I 

am delighted about the opportunity to work 

with the students and staff in Independence.   

     Independence has a history of providing stu-

dents many enrichment opportunities to ex-

pand their knowledge. For the coming year we 

will continue to participate in the  Mississippi 

Valley Gifted and Talented Network events, 

which includes the 3rd grade Problem Solving 

Fair, 4th grade Heritage Fair, 5th grade Perform-

ing Arts, 5th and 6th Grade Battle of the Books, 

7th and 8th Grade Battle of the Books, as well 

as Kids College.  

     In addition for this year we are expanding 

the 4th grade Heritage Fair to be part of a 

grade level event and all fourth graders will 

have the opportunity to participate. We will 

then hold a local competition to determine the 

entries that will represent Independence at the 

regional event. The same will occur with the 5th 

grade Performing Arts Fair, students will start 

their project in class and finish/practice at 

home. Again, a local competition will be held 

to identify the students that will move on to the 

regional event.  

     Other enrichment opportunities will be made 

available to the district students through collab-

oration between myself and classroom teach-

ers. We will work towards providing our district 

students with opportunities to be challenged in 

their academic career. If you have any ques-

tions please feel free to contact me, Melissa 

Pientok at (715) 985-3172 or email me at 

pientokm@indps.k12.wi.us.  

“Let’s Talk it Over!” 

     The residents and stakeholders of the Inde-

pendence School District are invited to a com-

munity discussion to determine the future direc-

tion of our schools. 

     Meet your friends and neighbors for round 

table talks over a cup of coffee and other light 

refreshments in the Independence Public 

School Cafetorium.  Choose either Wednesday, 

September 17 or Sunday, September 21 from 
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM. 

 

Please RSVP and register by: 

Phone:  715-985-3172  ext. 100 OR 

Email:  wozneys@indps.k12.wi.us OR 

Mail:  the form below to: 

IPS Round Table Talks 

23786 Indee Boulevard 

Independence, WI  54747 

 

“We look forward to seeing you in September!” 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

Yes!  I’d like to be part of the IPS Round Table 

Talks!  Please register me for : (circle one date) 

 

Wednesday, September 17 

 

Sunday, September 21 

 

 

Name:  ______________________________________ 

 

Phone:  ______________________________________ 

 

Email:  _______________________________________ 

Strategic Planning 

mailto:pientokm@indps.k12.wi.us
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Back to School for Elementary School Students! 

 

     In less than a month, our school will hold “Family Learning Day” to kick off the first day of school 

for elementary school students.  ALL Elementary parents are invited to come to school on Septem-

ber 2, 2014 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., or from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Students must be accompa-

nied by a parent or guardian.  Come to visit, and stay as long as you wish.  This is not a regular 

school day for elementary school students.  Students should arrive and leave with their parents.  All 

students will begin regular schedules on Wednesday, September 3, 2014.   

     This day will provide an opportunity for parents and students to become acquainted with the 

school, our procedures, and receive necessary information for the upcoming year.  Some of the 

activities planned are: 

 

 Meet with your child’s teachers 

 Learn about classroom policies and expectations for the year 

 Drop off and organize school supplies, and cover textbooks 

 Get your child’s picture taken.  (Life Touch Studio will be taking school photographs on this day.  

Note:  If you are a non-custodial parent, and are unable to attend Family Learning Day, please 

complete the form enclosed with this letter and return with a check to our school by August 22.  

If you plan to come to Family Learning Day, complete the form enclosed with this letter, and 

bring it with you on September 2nd. 

 Turn in daily medications and family registration forms to Student Services   

 Pay fees and put money in lunch/milk account 

 

Bring these items: 

 Complete the enclosed photo form and bring it with you on September 4th. 

 This year, all forms have been consolidated, so that parents will only need to complete one set 

per family, rather than duplicate forms for each child.  We strongly encourage parents to down-

load these forms off of our school’s website at www.indps.k12.wi.us.  Click on “District” and then 

“Forms.”  If you prefer to fill out these forms at orientation, don’t forget to bring names, address-

es, and phone numbers of emergency contacts, as well as those of your doctors and dentists 

with you on this day.   

 

     This is a required school day and attendance will be taken.  However, no classes will be held in 

the elementary school.  Full day classes in the elementary school will start on Wednesday, Septem-

ber 3rd.  Middle and high school classes will run as usual on Tuesday, September 2nd.  Buses will run 

for middle and high school students, as well as S.S. Peter and Paul students, on September 2nd. 

     We look forward to meeting all parents.  For more questions please contact us at 715-985-3172. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.indps.k12.wi.us
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New Student Registration 

2014-15 

     The Independence School 

District is happy to announce 

our new student registration 

schedule.  To help new families 

and students the best service 

possible the Independence 

School District has established 

dates and times for new student 

registration.  During these times the district will 

have the counselor and interpreters available 

to ensure students can be registered as quickly 

and efficiently as possible.  New students and 

parents may register at the main office on the 

following days: 

 Monday, August 11 - 3:00-6:00 PM 

 Wednesday, August 20 -9:00 AM -12:00 PM  

REMINDER – Parents of 4K stu-

dents, registration was in April 

and anyone who did not at-

tend should register their child 

ASAP.  Please call the school 

for more information. 

4K Registration 

     You may fill out all forms, and pay fees so 

your child is ready to start school on September 

3. 
     If these dates do not work for you please call 

us to set up an appointment.  

     If you have any questions or concerns 

please contact Dr. Paul Vine or Leslie Kampa at 

715-985-3172. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=registration&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=OwmDNWzXdO-hBM&tbnid=dspU7yZsiIONyM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsdnbp.sportssignup.com%2F&ei=b-HvUdiZEM6YqAH27oGoCg&bvm=bv.49641647,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNG3GdnA4NuTv-vbjxnL
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Middle School, Freshmen, New Student Orientation 

     Parents and students in grades 6-9 should mark their calendars for Middle and Freshman Orienta-

tion on August 26th.  All middle school students will meet at 5:00 pm and all incoming freshmen at 

7:30 pm with principal Schmitt.  Any new students in high school grades 10-12 should also come at 

7:30 pm. 

     At the orientations, contact and emergency infor-

mation will be collected, student handbooks will be re-

viewed, and a tour of the facility will be given.  Lockers 

will also be assigned at this time as well as combinations.  

A number of faculty members will also be present to an-

swer questions. 

     All students in grades 6-9 and new students should re-

ceived a letter in mid-August with details concerning the 

orientations. 
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Requirements of the law: 
 The Wisconsin Immunization 

Law requires students through 

grade 12 and children in day 

care centers to be immunized 

according to their age/grade 

level by the beginning of the 

school year.  Immunizations are 

required against measles, mumps, rubella, 

polio, diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, hepatitis 

B, and varicella (chicken pox). 

 Students must present written evidence of 

completed basic and booster immuniza-

tions, including the day, month, and year 

(preferably on form DOH 4020).  If students 

are not fully immunized upon admittance to 

school, they must have received at least 

one dose of each vaccine required for their 

age/grade within 30 days of admission. 

 The second dose of DTP/DT/Td, polio, and 

measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccines 

must be received within 90 school days of 

admission.  Within 30 school days of admis-

sion the following year, students must have 

received their third dose (and fourth dose if 

required for their age/grade) of DTP/DT/Td 

and polio vaccines. 

 Students must meet these immunization 

deadlines and notify their school regarding 

any additional vaccines they receive. 

 Exemptions may be obtained for medical, 

religious, or personal conviction reasons.  

The medical waiver must be signed by a 

physician; religious and personal conviction 

waivers must be signed a parent, guardian, 

or adult student. 

If an outbreak occurs: 
 If there is a substantial outbreak of a vac-

cine-preventable disease, the Department 

of Health and Social Services (DHSS) may 

direct schools to exclude unimmunized stu-

dents and those who have waivers on file.  

Students may remain excluded until the out-

break subsides. 

Penalties for non-compliance with the law: 
 Parents of students who enter school incom-

pletely immunized or have not signed the 

waiver will be notified by the school within 

15 and 25 days of being admitted regarding 

the legal consequences of failing to meet 

the immunization requirements. 

 If a student is not in compliance with the law 

within 30 school days of admission, the 

school may exclude the student from 

school.  If a student is not in compliance by 

the 60th school day, the school is required 

to notify the district attorney, who will peti-

tion the court to direct the student to be im-

munized according to the age/grade level 

requirement, or sign a waiver.  The same 

procedure is to be followed for students 

who are non-compliant by the 90th school 

day. 

 The court may require a parent or an adult 

student to pay a fine of up to $25 per day 

for every day that the student remains unim-

munized or a waiver is not signed.  

Immunization Law Summary 

 

EQUAL EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 

     The School District of Independence is committed and 

dedicated to the task of providing the best education pos-

sible for every child in the District for as long as the student 

can benefit from attendance, and the student’s conduct 

is compatible with the welfare of the entire student body.  

     The right of a student to be admitted to school and to 

participate fully in curricular, extra-curricular, student ser-

vices, recreational or other programs or activities shall not 

be abridged or denied or impaired because of a student’s 

sex, race, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, 

marital or parental status, sexual orientation, or mental, 

physical, emotional or learning disability.  

     Nondiscrimination policies shall be printed in the student 

handbooks, teacher handbooks, and published annually 

in August in the Newsletter of the District and/or the official 

newspaper of the District. 

     Concerns regarding alleged violations of policies af-

fecting equal opportunity shall be referred to the following: 

 Title VI……………..District Administrator 

 Title IX……………..District Administrator 

 Section 504………Exceptional Education   

                  or District Administrator  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=bandaids&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=cn6CpNDmIDoBBM&tbnid=8LYzrfuCW9xiRM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fprimsbykim.blogspot.com%2F2011%2F12%2Fset-backs-and-bandaids.html&ei=DJruUdH-Eeut8gHkz4Bg&bvm=bv.49478099,d
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Immunizations 2014-2015                Leslie Kampa, Health Assistant 

 

STUDENT IMMUNIZATION LAW – AGE/GRADE REQUIREMENTS 

 

     The following are the minimum required immunizations for each age/grade level.  It is not a rec-

ommended immunization schedule for infants and preschoolers.  For that schedule, contract your 

doctor or local health department. 

     If you have any questions or concerns, please call: Leslie Kampa, Health Assistant at 715-985-3172 

extension 107; the Trempealeau County Public Health Department at 715-538-2311, extension 220; or 

your child’s primary health care provider. 
 

 

¹DTP/DTaP/DT vaccine for children entering Kindergarten:  Your child must have received one dose 

after the 4th birthday (either the 3rd, 4th, or 5th) to be compliant.  (Note: A dose 4 days or less before 

the 4th birthday is also acceptable). 

 

²DTP/DTaP/DT/Td vaccine for students entering PreK grades 1 through 12:  Four doses are required.  

However, if your child received the 3rd dose after the 4th birthday, further doses are not required.  

(Note: A dose 4 days or less before the 4th birthday is also acceptable). 

 

³Tdap means adolescent tetanus, diphtheria and acellular pertussis vaccine.  If your child received 

a dose of a tetanus-containing vaccine, such as Td, within 5 years of entering the grade in which 

Tdap is required, your child is compliant, and a dose of Tdap vaccine is not required. 

 
4Polio vaccine for students entering grades Kindergarten through 12:  Four doses are required.  How-

ever, if your child received the 3rd dose after the 4th birthday, further doses are not required.  (Note: 

A dose 4 days or less before the 4th birthday is also acceptable). 

 
5The first dose of MMR vaccine must have been received on or after the first birthday.  (Note: A dose 

4 days or less before the 1st birthday is also acceptable). 

 
6Var means Varicella (chickenpox) vaccine.  A history of chickenpox disease is also acceptable. 

Age/Grade Number of Doses 

PreK (2 years through 4 years) 4 DTP/DTaP/DT²                                       3 Polio          3 Hep B          1 MMR⁵          1 Var⁶ 

Grade K through 5 4 DTP/DTaP/DT/Td¹                        4 Polio⁴          3 Hep B          2 MMR⁵          2 Var⁶ 

Grades 6 through 12 4DTP/DTaP/DT/Td² 1 Tdap³          4 Polio⁴          3 Hep B          2 MMR⁵          2 Var⁶ 
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     Meningococcal disease is spread through direct 

contact with respiratory and/or oral secretions from 

infected persons (for example, kissing or sharing 

drinking containers).  It can develop and spread 

quickly throughout the body, so early diagnosis and 

treatment are very important.  Even with immediate 

treatment, the disease can kill an otherwise healthy 

young person within hours of first symptoms. Of those 

who survive, up to 20 percent may endure perma-

nent disabilities, including brain damage, deafness 

and limb amputations. 

     Lifestyle factors common among teenagers, col-

lege students and military personnel are believed to 

put them at increased risk of contracting meningo-

coccal disease.  These lifestyle factors include 

crowded living situations (for example, dormitories, 

sleep-away camps), active or passive smoking and 

irregular sleeping habits. Teens should avoid sharing 

eating utensils and drinking out of the same contain-

er, since infections may spread through this type of 

close contact. 

     To learn more about meningococcal disease, 

vaccine information, and public health resources 

visit the following web sites.  

     Center for Disease Control and Prevention menin-

gococcal meningitis information. 

 American Committee of Immunization Practice 

recommendations for Prevention and Control of 

Meningitis (2005) 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/

rr5407a1.htm 

 Updated recommendations for the use of Me-

ningococcal Conjugate Vacines (2010) is availa-

ble at:  

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/

mm6003a3.htm?s_cid=mm6003a3_e 

 National Association of School Nurses – Voices of 

Meningitis (http://www.nasn.org/ToolsResources/

Immunizations/VoicesofMeningitisChallenge 
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     Public health authorities recommend that teen-

agers and college-bound students be immunized 

against a potentially fatal bacterial infection called 

meningococcal disease, a type of meningitis. 

     Meningococcal disease is a rare but potentially 

fatal bacterial infection that can cause severe swell-

ing of the brain and spinal cord (meningitis) or a seri-

ous blood infection (meningococcemia).  Meningo-

coccal disease strikes up to 3,000 Americans each 

year; nearly 30 percent of these cases are among 

teenagers and college students. 

Up to 83 percent of all cases among teens and col-

lege students may potentially be prevented through 

immunization, the most effective way to prevent this 

disease. A meningococcal vaccine is available that 

protects against four out of five strains of bacterium 

that cause meningococcal disease in the U.S. 

     The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) and other leading medical organizations rec-

ommends that all 11-12 years olds should be vac-

cinated with meningococcal conjugate vaccine 

(MCV4). A booster shot is recommended for teens 

at age 16 to continue providing protection when 

their risk for meningococcal disease is highest. Teens 

who received MCV4 for the first time at age 13 

through 15 years will need a one-time booster dose 

at 16 through18 years of age. If a teenager missed 

getting the vaccine altogether, they should ask the 

doctor about getting it now, especially if they are 

about to move into a college dorm or military bar-

racks.  

About Meningococcal Disease 
     Meningococcal disease is often misdiagnosed as 

something less serious because early symptoms are 

similar to common viral illnesses.  Symptoms of me-

ningococcal disease may include high fever, severe 

headache, stiff neck, nausea, vomiting, sensitivity to 

light, confusion, exhaustion and/or a rash. 

     Teenagers and college students are at increased 

risk for meningococcal disease compared to the 

general population, accounting for nearly 30 per-

cent of all U.S. cases every year. Meningococcal 

disease can be misdiagnosed as something less seri-

ous, because early symptoms like high fever, severe 

headache, nausea, vomiting and stiff neck, are simi-

lar to those of common viral illnesses. The disease 

can progress rapidly and can cause death or per-

manent disability within 48 hours of initial symptoms.) 

Meningococcal Disease: 

Protect your Child 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5407a1.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5407a1.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5407a1.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6003a3.htm?s_cid=mm6003a3_e
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6003a3.htm?s_cid=mm6003a3_e
http://www.nasn.org/ToolsResources/Immunizations/VoicesofMeningitisChallenge
http://www.nasn.org/ToolsResources/Immunizations/VoicesofMeningitisChallenge
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=T4naHNducQIy-M&tbnid=bDARjS_0zuadrM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wallawalla.va.gov%2Fservices%2FHPDP.asp&ei=LO3yUcivFKPkyQGg6YG4BA&bvm=bv.49784469,d.aWc&psig=AFQjC


 

      

COMPUTERIZED FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM 
  

     Independence Public School uses a computerized food service program.  Each student is issued a 4-digit 

pin number (which he/she is responsible for) to be used for purchases in the food service line.  As they type in 

their number the computer automatically deducts from the family account.  Free and reduced meals are 

handled in the same manner as the regular price meals.  No one on the food service line knows which meals 

are free/reduced as compared to paid. 

     The computerized food service program benefits everyone.  It eliminates the problem of students 

“borrowing” tickets or cash for food.  Only the person typing the number may use the account.  It is important 

that your child remembers their number when intending to eat at school. 

We request that a minimum of $10.00 per child be deposited to your account, and send money periodically 

so you can keep a positive balance.  The school encourages payment by check, especially when sent during 

the school year with younger children. 

     Statements to families with low balances are sent around the middle on the month, and itemized accounts 

are sent out at or near the end of each month. 

     For those filling out applications for free/reduced price meals, full price for meals will be charged until the 

application is approved.  Ala carte items, such as a sandwich, fruit, extra entrée, extra milk, and extra juice 

are not included under the free/reduced price meal benefits.  Full charges for ala carte items purchased by 

your child are deducted from the family account.  Prices for the 2014-2015 school year are as follows: 
 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     If you have any questions, please call Leslie Kampa at 985-3172. 

 

 FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH APPLICATIONS 

     Families who are facing financial stress are encouraged to complete an application for free and reduced 

meals.  This program benefits the children who qualify, as well as our school.  Funding for small class size 

(known as the SAGE program) and Title Reading/Math services are based upon the district’s percentage of 

children receiving free and reduced meals.  Applications are strictly confidential.  For those families desiring a 

free and reduced application please contact Leslie Kampa at 715-985-3172 ext 107.  Thank you. 

 

NOTICE:  District Breakfast/Lunch Delinquent Accounts 

     By school board policy, all students (including elementary children) whose families have a negative bal-

ance of -$10.00 to -$50.00 in their account will be given a cold lunch.  Students whose families have a nega-

tive balance of -$50.00 or more will be unable to receive breakfasts and/or lunches, unless they are on the 

free and reduced program.  Students not on free and reduced will be provided a sandwich and milk for a 

maximum of two weeks or until the account is reconciled.  Students on free and reduced will not be allowed 

ala carte items when their account is delinquent. This includes negative balances from previous years.  
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 Elementary (PK-5)  Grades 6-12  

Lunch  $2.25 $2.50 

Breakfast   1.25  1.50  

Extra Milk  .30  .30  

Juice  .20  .20  

Ala Carte Fruit  .30  .30  

(6-12 only) Sandwich   1.00  

Extra Entrée   .75  
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PARENTS RIGHT TO RECEIVED 

TEACHER INFORMATION 
     Federal law requires that we share with parents 

the qualifications of teachers in the Independence 

School District. 

     There are questions you may ask, including: 

 Is my child’s teacher licensed to teach the 

grades or subjects assigned? 

 Has the state waived any requirements for my 

child’s teacher? 

 What was the college major of my child’s teach-

er? 

 What degrees does my child’s teacher hold? 

 Are there instructional aides working with my 

child?  If so, what are their qualifications? 

     All forty Independence teach-

ers have at least a bachelor’s de-

gree, and twenty teachers hold 

advanced degrees.  In addition-

al, all of the teachers in Inde-

pendence School District are fully 

l icensed for their assign-

ments.  There are three instructional aides, who are 

all considered qualified for their assigned du-

ties.  Additional information may be obtained by 

contacting Lynn Doelle, (751)985-3172, or by visiting 

the Department of Public Instruction website at 

http://www2.dpi.wi.gov 
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Please continue collecting for our school.  The money 

earned goes towards field trips for students in grades 

4K through eighth grade.  We are also using the mon-

ey right now to help supply those in need with winter 

apparel.  Items that you can collect and bring to 

school include: 

 

 Box Tops 

 Milk Caps 

 Donuts to Dough 

 Computer Ink Cartridges 

 Target Take Charge of Education 

 Pop Tabs 

 Campbells Soup Labels 

 Office Depot Back to Schools Program 

 Our Town Receipts 

 Cans for Kids 

We Appreciate Your Support! 

Highly Qualified Teachers 

     Independence Public School 

makes a wide variety of courses 

available to students without dis-

crimination based on sex, race, 

color, national origin or disability 

including:   Agriscience Education, 

Art Education, Business Education, 

Spanish, Instrumental and Vocal Music, Vocational/

Industrial Education, and Physical/Health Educa-

tion.  A complete course description book may be 

found on our school website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us 

[1].  _The Independence School District does not dis-

criminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 

sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities 

and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and 

other designated youth groups.  The following  per-

son/people has/have been designated to handle 

inquiries regarding the non-discrimination poli-

cies:  Paul Vine Superintendant 23786 Indee 

Blvd.  Independence, WI 54747 715-985-3172 ext. 

#104 vinep@indps.k12.wi.us.  

Courses Available 

http://www.indps.k12.wi.us/
tel:715-985-3172
mailto:vinep@indps.k12.wi.us
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Annual Notice of Special 

Education Referral & Evaluation 

Procedures 

     Upon request, the Independence 

Public School is required to evaluate 

a child for eligibility for special edu-

cation services.  A request for evalua-

tion is known as a referral.  When the 

district receives a referral, the district 

will appoint an Individualized Educa-

tion Program (IEP) team to determine if the child has 

a disability, and if the child needs special education 

services. The district locates, identifies, and evalu-

ates all children with disabilities who are enrolled by 

their parents in private (including religious) schools, 

elementary schools and secondary schools located 

in the school district. 

     A physician, nurse, psychologist, social worker, or 

administrator of a social agency who reasonably 

believes a child brought to him or her for services is a 

child with a disability has a legal duty to refer the 

child, including a homeless child, to the school dis-

trict in which the child resides.  Before referring the 

child, the person making the referral must inform the 

child's parent that the referral will be made. 

     Others, including parents, who reasonably be-

lieve a child is a child with a disability, may also refer 

the child, including a homeless child, to the school 

district in which the child resides. 

     Referrals must be in writing and include the rea-

son why the person believes the child is a child with 

a disability.  A referral may be made by contacting 

Wendy Stuttgen, Director of Special Education, In-

dependence Public School, at 715-985-3172, or by 

writing her at the following address: 23786 Indee 

Blvd, Independence, WI 54747. 

orientation, race, national origin, ancestry, color, 

age creed, religion, pregnancy, marital status, physi-

cal, mental emotional, or learning disability, arrest or 

conviction record, membership in the national 

guard, state defense force, or reserved component 

of the military forces of Wisconsin or the United 

States, use or not use of lawful products off the em-

ployers premises during nonworking hours, or any 

other reason prohibited by state or federal law.  

     Students, who have been identified as having a 

handicap or disability, under Section 504 of the Re-

habilitation Act or the American with Disabilities Act, 

shall be provided with reasonable accommodations 

in educational series or programs.  Students may be 

considered handicapped or disabled under this pol-

icy even if they are not covered under the district’s 

special education policies and procedures. 

     It is the intent of the Independence School district 

to comply with both the letter and spirit of the law in 

making certain discrimination does not exist in its 

policies, regulations, and operations.  Complaint 

procedures have been established for students, their 

parents/guardians and employees who believe they 

have witnessed or been the subject of any discrimi-

natory behavior.   

     Grievance procedures for Title IX, section 504 and 

S.118.13 Wisconsin Statute have been established for 

students, their parents, and employees who believe 

that discrimination has been shown by the School 

district. The district encourages informal resolution of 

complaints.  However, to address allegations of vio-

lations of its nondiscrimination policy, the Independ-

ence School District has a formal complaint resolu-

tion process.   

     Any questions concerning the Board’s Non-

discrimination Policy (see Board policy 411) should 

be directed to the District’s Equal opportunity Of-

ficer:   

Paul Vine, District Administrator,  

Independence School District,  

23786 Indee Blvd.,  

Independence, WI 54747.   

     Complaints may also be filed with the OFFICE OF 

CIVIL RIGHTS: 

Office of civil Rights – Region V 

300 South Wacker Drive 

Eighth floor 

Chicago, IL 60606 

Annual Notice of  

Non Discrimination Policy 

Independence School District  
 

     It is the policy of the Independence School Dis-

trict to comply with all federal and state laws prohib-

iting discrimination against anyone in a protected 

class in its educational programs or activities and its 

employment practices.  This includes not discriminat-

ing against a person on the basis of sex, sexual 
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      All parents are 

reminded to call the 

school by 9:00 a.m. on 

the day of your child’s 

absence.  Failure to noti-

fy the school by 9:00 

a.m. may result in a disci-

plinary action for the stu-

dent.  We appreciate your cooperation on his.  

Again, if parents do not call, then we will call to 

confirm the fact that parents know where their 

children are (either at home or school), and 

that our children are safe.  Thanks for your co-

operation . 

Attendance Policy 

 When you send medica-

tions to school for your child to 

take, they must be sent in the orig-

inal, properly labeled container.  If 

you are getting a prescription 

filled, ask the pharmacist for a sec-

ond labeled bottle that you can 

leave at school.  If you are send-

ing non-prescription medicine (cough syrups, 

decongestants, etc.) to school, you might want 

to purchase two bottles so you can keep one 

at home and one at school.  The school cannot 

administer medications unless they are in their 

original containers. 

 Also, if you are sending liquid medica-

tion, please send enough plastic spoons so that 

they may be disposed of after each use. 

 No medication will be given to students 

unless the proper authorization form is filled out.  

Forms may be obtained from the school office. 

Medications in School 

     The Independence Board of Education has 

designated the District Administrator as the le-

gal custodian of the public records and proper-

ty of the Independence School District. 

     The public may obtain information and ac-

cess to public records, make requests for public 

records or obtain copies of public records in 

the custody of the Independence School Dis-

trict at the following place and times: 

 

Place:  Administration Office 

  23786 Indee Blvd 

  Independence, WI 54747 

 

Time:  7:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

  Monday through Friday 

 

     The district is authorized by law to impose a 

fee on the requester, which does not exceed 

the actual, necessary and direct cost of repro-

duction and transcription of a public record, 

unless law otherwise specifically establishes a 

fee.  A list of such fees is available at the Ad-

ministration Office of the Independence School 

District, Independence, Wisconsin. 

Public Record Policy 

Confidentiality of Student 

Records 

     The Independence 

School District pursuant to 

the Family Educational 

Rights and Privacy Act 

(FERPA), advises parents 

and adult students that 

they have the right to the 

following provisions: 

     1.  The right to inspect 

and review the student’s 

educational records. 

     2.  The right to seek amendment of the stu-

dent’s education records that the parent or 

adult student believes to be inaccurate, mis-

leading, or otherwise a violation of the student’s 

privacy rights. 

     3.  The right to consent of disclosures of per-

sonally identifiable information contained in the 

student’s educational records, except to the 

extent that FERPA (and state laws) authorize  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=attendance&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=pr7jA5i-ZbK5sM&tbnid=pcdhs6zmxZKsAM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Flyle.groupfusion.net%2Fmodules%2Fcms%2Fpages.phtml%3Fpageid%3D17450&ei=IVHtUfr6OsKUqQGb5IGoDg&bvm=bv.4947
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=confidentiality&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=HGqbeXznQF-6qM&tbnid=MUCGGADi7Gta0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogonlineed.com%2F2012%2F06%2F07%2Fmaintaining-client-confidentiality-in-the-real-estate-office%2F&


 

      

disclosure without consent.  Wisconsin Law al-

lows districts within the State of Wisconsin to dis-

close educational records of transfer students 

without consent. 

     4.  The right to file a complaint with the Fami-

ly Policy Compliance Office of the US Depart-

ment of Education, alleging educational agen-

cy or institution non-compliance with FERPA re-

quirements. 

     The Independence School District has desig-

nated the following as directory information:  

Student’s name, student’s grade level, partici-

pation in officially recognized activities and 

sports, weight and height of members of athlet-

ic teams, dates of attendance, and honors and 

awards received. 

     Any parent or adult student may request in 

writing that all or part of the directory infor-

mation not be disclosed without parent, guardi-

an, or eligible student consent.  This notification 

is to be given the School District within two 

weeks of the beginning of the school year. 

     With the enactment of the No Child Left Be-

hind bill signed by President Bush in 2001, 

schools must now release students names, 

phone numbers and addresses to military re-

cruiters when requested to do so.  As with direc-

tory information, any parent or adult student 

may request in writing that all or part of the di-

rectory information not be disclosed without 

parent, guardian, or eligible student consent.  

This notification is to be given to the School Dis-

trict within two weeks of the beginning of the 

school year. 

     For purposes of record, disclosure within the 

Independence School District allows disclosure 

of student records to school officials, teachers, 

and staff that have legitimate educational in-

terests in the records.  For purposes of this no-

tice, school officials shall be defined as adminis-

trative or educational instructors or representa-

tives of the Board under contract for the cur-

rent school year.  For purposes of this notice, 

legitimate educational interests shall be de-

fined as those which are related to the educa-

tional progress and development of the stu-

dent. 
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Annual Notice 

Homeless Children 

     The McKinney-Vento Act de-

fines children and youth who are 

homeless (twenty-one years of 

age and younger as: 

 Children and youth who lack 

a fixed, regular, and adequate 

nighttime residence, and includes 

children and youth who are: 

 sharing the housing of other 

persons due to loss of  housing, economic 

hardship, or a similar reason (sometimes 

referred to as double-up); 

 living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or 

camping grounds due to lack of alterna-

tive adequate accommodations; 

 living emergency or transitional shelters; 

 abandoned in hospitals; or  

 awaiting foster care placement. 
 Children and youth who have a primary 

nighttime residence that is a public or pri-

vate place not designated for, or ordinarily 

used as, a regular sleeping accommodation 

for human beings. 

 Children and youth who are living in cars, 

parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, 

substandard housing, bus or train stations, or 

similar settings. 

 Migratory children who qualify as homeless 

because they are living in circumstances 

described above. 

     If you are personally aware of or are ac-

quainted with any children who may qualify 

according to the above criteria, the Independ-

ence School District provides the following as-

surances to parents of homeless children: 

 The local district staff person (liaison) for  

homeless children is Ms. Woychik can be    

reached at (715) 985-3172 or  

woychikd@indps.k12.wi.us  

     There shall be immediate enrollment and 

school participation, even if educational and 

medical records and proof of  residency are 

not available. 

mailto:woychikd@indps.k12.wi.us
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=hBIStffxMhBSRM&tbnid=ctneymC3zBYBsM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmothering21.com%2F2011%2F04%2F03%2Fscaffold-or-safety-net-providing-a-helping-hand%2F&ei=eof-Ubi8O4izyAHL5YC4Bg&psig=AFQj
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 All educational opportunities and related opportunities for homeless students (preschool to age 

21), including unaccompanied youth, shall be the same as for the general student population. 

 Enrollment and transportation rights, including transportation to the school of origin.  “School of 

origin” is defined as the school the child or youth attended when permanently housed or the 

school in which the child or youth was last enrolled. 

 Written explanation of a child or youth’s school placement, other than school of origin or the 

school requested by the parent, with the right to appeal within the local dispute resolution pro-

cess. 

 Meaningful opportunities for parents to participate in the education of their children.  These shall 

include:  special notices of events, parent-teacher conferences, newsletters, and access to stu-

dent records. 

     Please contact Dawn Woychik, homeless liaison for the Independence School District for addi-

tional information about homeless issues.  Ms. Woychik can be reached at (715) 985-3172 or 

woychikd@indps.k12.wi.us  

mailto:woychikd@indps.k12.wi.us
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SCHOOL CLOSING DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER 
School District of Independence 

2014-2015 
********************************************************************** 

School Closings will also be posted on the Independence School District webpage 
and Facebook page, as well as a voicemail delivered to all families. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS WILL BE MADE ON THE FOLLOWING STATIONS: 
 

Whitehall   Eau Claire  LaCrosse  Black River Falls 
102.3 FM   CARP 99.9FM  WKTY 580AM  WWIS 99.7FM 
Winona   I-94 94.1FM  WIZM 1410AM  Tomah 
KWNO 1230AM  WAXX 104.5FM Z93 93.3FM  WZFR 94.5FM 
KG Country 1380AM  WAYY 790AM  WKBT TV 8  WTMB 1490 AM 
KG-95.3FM   COOL 92.9FM  WTRV 95.7 FM 89.9 
CD Country99.3FM  Z-100 100.7FM  CC 106.3  Eden Prairie, MN 
Soft Rock 101.1 FM  WEAU TV 13  MAGIC 105 104.9 KMSP 9 

ESPN 1150AM              EAGLE 102.7 
B-95 95.1 FM  Classic Rock 100.1 
ROCK 92.1 FM  ESPN 105.5 
News Talk 880 AM WLFN 1490 AM 
Sports Radio 1400 AM 
WQOW TV 18 
Moose Country 106.7 FM 
The Mix 98.1 FM 
 

www.wlcr.com  www.CC1063.com www.lacrosseradiogroup.net  www.indps.k12.wi.us 

http://www.wlcr.com/
http://www.cc1063.com/
http://www.lacrosseradiogroup.net/
http://www.indps.k12.wi.us/

